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from the ghettos of the Ukraine and White Russia
to the Crimean desert continued and the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, like a Sister of
Mercy, followed in their trail and rendered what as-
sistance it could.
At first this assistance was personal and consisted
in alleviation of the immediate wants of the colonists.
As the people on the land took root this aid became
more planned. It was given in such forms as would
render permanent service to the colonists. Early in
1923 the first American tractor found its way to the
Crimea and the march of American agricultural ma-
chinery to the Jewish colonists in the steppe has not
ceased since.
With American financial aid the colonists began to
build homes. They bought cows and horses. They ob-
tained dairy equipment. The land was not yet flowing
with milk and honey, but it was beginning to yield a
living to most of the newcomers.
In 1924 the Soviet government actively allied itself
with the cause of Jewish colonization. The uComzet,"
a government committee for the settlement of Jews
on land, was organized. Vast tracts of land and large
sums of money were placed by the Soviet authorities
at the disposal of the Jews. At present the Soviet gov-
ernment supplies 75 per cent of the funds required for
Jewish colonization, while the Jews of America,
through the American Jewish Joint Distribution Com-
mittee, supply the remaining 25 per cent.